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Kindergarten Essential Understandings, Content Standards, and Benchmarks
	Essential Understandings
	Content Standards
	Benchmarks

	Economics: Economic reasoning skills and knowledge of major economic concepts, principles, issues, and systems allow people to make informed choices as producers, consumers, savers, investors, workers, and citizens in an interdependent world.


	Limited resources affect choices by individuals, households, businesses, and governments.


	All children have needs and wants.



	Civics: People establish structures including governments meet the needs define the rights and responsibilities of citizens. 
	Governments allocate power and authority to protect the rights of individuals and to promote the common good.


	Rules and authority are necessary for people in groups.

Our classroom rules reflect our Core Ethical Values.  



	
	United States citizens have certain rights and responsibilities


	All people have rights and responsibilities.

	Culture: The identity, behavior, and networks among groups of people influence cultural characteristics, cooperation, interdependence, and conflict with others.
	The characteristics of cultural elements can be both common and distinct across groups of people.


	Individuals in the family, school, and community have customs that are both unique and similar. 

Different cultures’ holidays, customs, and traditions involve special words, language, stories, folktales, music, and the arts. 



	Geography: Geographic locations, characteristics, patterns, and processes describe and explain the relationship and interactions between the physical environment and human activity.
	The absolute and relative location of each place can be described and identified. 


	Places can be described and located in a variety of ways.



	Essential Understandings
	Content Standards
	Benchmarks

	Social Studies Inquiry and Literacy: Information is accessed from multiple sources and processed in multiple forms to draw logical conclusions, to make informed decisions, and to 

be applied to societal issues.


	Information and inquiry skills allow us to collect, organize, synthesize, and communicate information from multiple sources.
	Select a topic to learn about and ask questions about the topic

Identify ways to gather information

Begins to use graphic organizers to organize data



	
	Interpersonal and group process skills enhance our ability to understand and work effectively with others.
	Communicate feelings and beliefs 

Listen to the feelings and beliefs of others

Work cooperatively and productively within a group while displaying the District Core Ethical Values



	
	Critical thinking and problem solving skills allow us to evaluate and analyze information to make informed decisions and draw evidence-based conclusions.
	Examine problems and explore solutions

Distinguish between fact and fiction

Compare and contrast ideas 



Kindergarten: The Classroom as Community

	Essential Understandings: 

1. Economic reasoning skills and knowledge of major economic concepts, principles, issues, and systems allow people to make informed choices as producers, consumers, savers, investors, workers, and citizens in an interdependent world.
2. People establish structures including governments meet the needs define the rights and responsibilities of citizens. The identity, behavior, and networks among groups of people influence cultural characteristics, cooperation, interdependence, and conflict with others.
3. Information is accessed from multiple sources and processed in multiple forms to draw logical conclusions, to make informed decisions, and to be applied to societal issues.

	Content Standards:

1. Limited resources affect choices by individuals, households, businesses, and governments.

2. Governments allocate power and authority to protect the rights of individuals and to promote the common good.

3. United States citizens have certain rights and responsibilities.
4. Information and inquiry skills allow us to collect, organize, synthesize, and communicate information from multiple sources.

	

	Essential Question: What does it mean to be part of a classroom community?


	Benchmarks (GLE’s)
	Learning Goals: Students will:

	· All children have needs and wants.
· Rules and authority are necessary for people in groups.

· Our classroom rules reflect our Core Ethical Values.
· All people have rights and responsibilities.
· Places can be described and located in a variety of ways.

	Know the difference between needs and wants

	
	Know that grownups are in charge

	
	Know that different grownups are in charge in different situations

	
	Know that there are appropriate ways to communicate with/address others

	
	Know the rules of polite behavior

	
	Be aware of the Core Ethical Values and begin to follow them

	
	Know that they have individual rights and responsibilities within the classroom and the school

	
	Locate the classroom and other important areas within the school using direction words (around, near, next to, etc.). 

	
	Apply social studies inquiry skills to the classroom as community (see page 3)


	Suggested Strategies
	· class rulebook/constitution 

· imaginative play during centers

·  role-play

·  board games/turn taking

· teaching by example (modeling polite behaviors, especially during snack);

· daily class shares/school wide assemblies

· discussion of current events

	Suggested Assessments
	· observation

·  open-ended scenarios

·  oral responses

	Suggested Resources
	· Core Ethical Value beads 

· posters of Core Ethical Values 

· The Best Me I Can Be books

· Have You Filled a Bucket Today? (McCloud)

	Suggested Tech Integration
	· The Best Me I Can Be books on tape; photograph children showing examples of Core Ethical Values*


Kindergarten: Holidays Around the World

	Essential Understanding: 
1. The identity, behavior, and networks among groups of people influence cultural characteristics, cooperation, interdependence, and conflict with others.

	Content Standard:
1. The characteristics of cultural elements can be both common and distinct across groups of people.

	

	Essential Question: What are the similarities and differences in the way people celebrate holidays around the world?

	

	Benchmarks (GLE’s)
	Learning Goals: Students will:

	· Individuals in the family, school, and community have customs that are both unique and similar. 

· Different cultures’ holidays, customs, and traditions involve special words, language, stories, folktales, music, and the arts. 


	Know what a holiday is

	
	Know that there are many holidays celebrated throughout the year and throughout the world

	
	Know that different groups of people celebrate different holidays

	
	Know that different people celebrate the same holidays in different ways

	
	Know that there are special traditions (words, songs, stories, food, etc.) associated with holidays

	
	Apply social studies inquiry skills to the study of holidays around the world (see p. 3)


	Suggested Strategies
	· Art projects representing the holiday; playing holiday games; dressing in traditional holiday clothing; celebrating different holidays in class

	Suggested Assessments
	· Observations; writing samples; participation in class discussion; comparison of own holiday experiences to others’

	Suggested Resources
	· Maps; books about the holidays; photos; holiday symbols

	Suggested Tech Integration
	· 

	Content Vocabulary
	· holiday, tradition, celebrate, community 


PAGE  
1

